
I have a privately owned vehicle (POV) so…

What can you tell me about storage of my car while I go to an OCONUS duty station?

Your entitlement to store a POV is limited to situations where the arrival countries laws,
regulations, or other restrictions preclude entry of a car into the foreign country or the
POV would require extensive modification as a condition of entry. A good example of a
country where there is a restriction on importation is Japan. PCS orders to Japan would
entitle you to Government paid storage for "one" POV for the length of your tour.

A TDY contingency operation for more than 30 days would entitle you to Government
paid storage for "one" POV.

The authorized storage period is the length of tour plus an additional 90 days after your
return for OCONUS or TDY.

If the PPSO can not provide a Government designated POV storage facility

you can self procure storage at personal expense. You will need a letter from the PPSO
stating "government storage facility is not available and member is directed to self
procure storage." Reimbursement can be quarterly or after withdrawal from storage only
after the services have been completed. As an example, the member pays for storage for
the months of January, February, and March, and then files for reimbursement in April.

All paid self procured storage bills--for reimbursement—should be submitted on a
quarterly basis to NAVTRANS, 1837 Morris St., Suite 600, Code 011.22, Norfolk, VA.,
23511-3492.

Can I buy a POV while assigned overseas and have the Navy ship it back into the country?

POVs imported to the U.S. are subject to safety standards under the Motor

Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, revised under the Imported Vehicle Safety Compliance Act
of 1988, recodified at 49 U.S.C. 301; bumper standards under the Motor Vehicle
Information and Cost Act of 1972 (which became effective in 1978), recodified at 49
U.S.C. 325; and air pollution control standards promulgated by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) under the Clean Air Act of 1968, as amended in 1977 and
1990. These laws and regulations apply to importing POVs to any state of the United
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, The Northern Mariana Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and the Virgin Islands.

Modifications required to bring a nonconforming POV into compliance with U.S. safety
and environmental standards are performed by registered importers (RI) and independent
commercial importers (ICI). As a general rule, all POVs less than 25 years old must
comply with all applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards, and all POVs less than
21 years old must comply with federal emissions standards. Fulfillment of federal



requirements does not relieve you from fulfilling requirements of a state or district of the
United States. For information regarding registration or operation of a properly imported
vehicle in a specific state, contact the Department of Motor Vehicles or other appropriate
agency. Many states have Web sites containing POV information or points of contact. To
access a state's home page use: www.state. (2-letter abbreviation of the state) .us … for
example to find information for POVs in the state of Pennsylvania, you would use:
www.state.pa.us

Vehicles manufactured to meet the federal motor vehicle safety standards have a
certification label affixed by the original manufacturer in the area of the driver-side-door.
Vehicles manufactured to meet the federal motor vehicle emissions standards have an
emissions label affixed in the engine compartment stating that the vehicle meets U.S.
EPA emissions standards. Vehicles lacking these certification labels are nonconforming
and must be brought into compliance.

Information for importing and converting vehicles to U.S. specifications may be obtained
from the following web sites:

http://www.customs.ustreas.gov/travel/auto.htm
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/cars/rules/import/

Information concerning vehicle emissions and listing of Independent Commercial
Importer (ICI) companies may be obtained from the EPA, 202-564-9660. Information
concerning compliance with motor vehicle safety standards and listing of DOT
Registered Importer (RI) companies may be obtained from the aforementioned web site
and from the DOT safety hotline, 800-424-9393 (in U.S.), or 202-366-0123.

In order to ship a nonconforming POV to the United States via the Defense
Transportation System, you must, as a condition of shipment, provide written proof that
you have entered into a contract with an RI/ICI located in the vicinity of the final
destination CONUS vehicle processing center. You are responsible for any excess costs
resulting from the inland movement to a RI/ICI that is beyond the area of the entitlement,
which is normally POV delivery to the Vehicle Processing Center (VPC) nearest the new
permanent duty station.

Will the Navy pay to ship my car within the continental United States?

The entitlement to ship a POV is limited to a permanent change of station to, from or
between places overseas; or upon official change in homeport of the vessel to which you
are assigned. Your local Personal property office will determine your entitlement based
on your PCS orders.

The following are situations that may entitle the member to shipment of "a" POV in
CONUS or may authorize "a" POV shipment in CONUS:



� Ordered to make a PCS to, from, or between OCONUS station and POV shipment
entitlement was deferred (this entitlement is limited and should be discussed with a
PPSO);

� Upon change of homeport of the vessel to which assigned (request made by the
vessels C.O.);

� When ordered to make a PCS within CONUS and the member is physically unable to
drive, or there is insufficient time for the member to drive and report to the new PDS
as ordered (1 day of travel time for each 350 miles of official distance of ordered
travel).


